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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present reconstructed Fort de Chartres is on the site of the third French
stronghold of that name. Construction on this third and last fort was begun in
1753 and completed three years later. It had huge stone walls, eighteen feet

high and more than two feet thick, enclosing about four acres. It was one of the
most complex fortifications in North America, with a bastion at each of four
corners and a massive gatehouse. The fort included two long barracks, guard house,
officer's quarters, powder magazine, kitchen and outbuildings, arranged around

the parade ground. The fort could accomodate a garrison of L00 men but usually
held half that number.

In 1772 the fort was evacuated and destroyed. Only the magazine and a few other
traces remained above ground in 1915, when the site was purchased by the Xate

of Illinois. The original foundations of several buildings and much of the wall
were exposed and built up to a level several feet above the ground. A few buildings
were completely reconstructed: the gatehouse, guard house, chapel, and the store-
house. The latter is now in use as park headquarters and museum. The powder
magazine has been stabilized, but needs roof repairs. Beveral small modern struc-
tures and a parking area have been added in the immediate area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort de Chartres was in the 18th Century the center of French civil and military
government of the Illinois Country and was one of France's most impressive fortifi-

cations in North America.

The present reconstructed fort is on the site of the third outpost in the vicinity
The first fort, about 18 miles north Kaskaskia, was
built and rebuilt in 1720 and 1727 respectively on the east bank of the Mississippi
River. The second Fort de Chartres was built in 1742 at the same distance from the

to bear the name de Chartres.

river but this post too was abandoned and fell into disrepair.
third and last fort was begun in 1753 and completed three years later.

Construction of the

The new

fort had massive stone walls, 18 feet high and more than two feet thick enclosing
about four acres. The fort included two long barracks, guard house, officers
quarter, powder magazine, kitchen and outbuildings, arranged around the parade
ground. The fort could accommodate a garrison of 400 men but usually was manned

by only half that number.

Despite the official end of French sovereignty in America in 1763, a French garrison
occupied the fort until October 1765 when English troops moved in.
renamed Cavendish and was the center of British administration of the Illinois
Country until 1772 when it was finally evacuated and destroyed.

The fort was
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Fort de Chartres

10. Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Ft. de Chartres National Historic Landmrk is the red line
drawn around the boundary of the proposed Ft. Qe Chartres State Park as shown
on the accompanying Ft. de Chartres Master Plan map. ©Sufficient data is not
presently available for an accurate or meaningful verbalization of the boundary.

Boundary Justification

In consultation with the Illinois SHPO the Bt. de Chartres boundary has been drawn
to include the lands presently owned by the State and also those lands

proposed for acquisition and inclusion in the Illinois State Park. The

national historic landmark resources within the boundary consist of the third

Ft. Chartres and the sites of: Forts de Chartres one and two, the village of
Chartres, and the Michigami Indian village site. These sites are scheduled

for archeological investigation (as of 1977). See the accompanying maps for

the exlisting resources and the proposed developments.
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